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Qttitm  rf  tiw  ftnromttm. 


Bit.  J.  L.  M.  Ct'RUT,  President.  A.  Ii.  OOODIIUE,  Jltcording  Secretary. 

Bit    W.  II.  MrlNTOSlI,  1«<  PIn  PrenidenU         T.  W.  TOBKT,   OorrM/«wid<fip  Secretary. 
Bit.  L  T.  TlCHENOR,fcf   Vict  PreeUlent.  8.  II.  KOWLKE3,  7V«a»ur«r. 
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10**4  of  g}frtttor& 


A.  J.  BATTLF,  J.  II.  LEA,  J.  n.  LOVELACE, 

w.  n.  wtatt,  i.  n.  vaiden,  i>.  o.  hhkrman, 

JOHN  MOORE,        J.  Y.   BAILEY,  K.  A.  BLUNT. 


§m&  of  Wxufittp  of  ^mvnxil  €olUp. 


OFFICERS    OF   THE    BOARD. 

Bit.  W.  n.  McINTOSII,  President.  3.  D.  LOVELACE,  Secretary. 

D.  B.  LIDE,  Treneurtr. 


FIRST  PIVISIOS — WHOSE  TERU  OF  OFFICE  WILL  EXPIRE  U  1SC9: 

W.  H.  McINTOSH,                      ,1.  H.  LEA,  I.  BILL1NGSLEY, 

E.  A  BLUNT,                               J.  H.  BROWN,  D.  GORDON. 
ENOCH  FAOAN,                           JOHN  MOORE, 

8EC0SD  DIVISION — WHOSE  TERU  OF  OFFICE  WJLL  EXPIRE  IN'  1871: 

II.  TALMUD,                              J.  T.  BARROW,  .?.  O.  BltORTER, 

L.  B.  LANK,                                J.  r.  BAILET,  .1.  M.  NEWMAN, 

W.  P.  CHILTON,                        T.  P.  MILLER,  T.  EL  WATTS. 


TRIRD  DIMSIOS — WHOSE  TERS  OF  OFFICE  WILL  EXPIRE  \\  ISO': 

8.  II.  FOWLKKS,  w.  N.  WYATT,  I*  W.  LAWLER, 

J.  H.  LOVELACE,  R.  H.  LEA,  W.  8.  BARTON. 

J.  W.  CRENSHAW,  8.  HENDERSON, 


gonrd  oi  Vmittt  of  gutoa  £tmn\t  gajSlitttU. 


W.  N.  WYATT,  President,        a  BILLING6LRY,  B.  HOLMAN, 

A  H.  FOWLKH,  Secretary,       R.  A.  BLPNT,  L,  T.  TARRANT 

JOHN  MOORE,  W,  H.  McINTOSH, 


PROCEEDINGS. 


Sklma,  Nov.  9,  1800— 10£  o'clock,  A.M. 
Tiik  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  tho  Presideit,  the  Rev.  J.  L. 
M.  Curry,  and  religious  exercises  were  conducted  by  Rev.  R.  Uolman. 
The  letters  were  read  and  tho  names  of  Delegates  enrolled  as  follows — 
viz  : 

ASSOCIATIONS. 

Bethel— J.  Talbert,  J.  C.  Foster,  N.  C.  Booth,  W.  J.  Parker. 

Coosa  River — J  J.  D.  Renfroe,  J.  Ileaden,  W.  A.  Welch,  Wro. 
Chapman. 

Alabama— P.  II.  Lundy,  I.  T.  Tichenor,  B.  II.  Crumpton,  J.  E.  Bell. 

Bigbee—J.  C.  Wright,  Wm.  Howard. 

Cahaba — M.  T.  Sumner,  J.  S.  Ford,  R.  Keith. 

Pine  Barren — C.  W.  Hare. 

Eufaula—Vf.  N.  Reeves,  J.  A.  Walker,  W.  S.  Pauilin,  J.  E.  Mo- 
Cormick,  J.  S.  Paullin. 

Union—  W.  Ashcraft,  J.  W.  Taylor,  J.  C.  Foster. 

Unity — W.  Wilkes,  A.  Andrews. 

Tuskegee—W.  E.  Lloyd,  M.  B.  Hardin,  E.  B.  Teaguc,  T.  C.  Boykin, 
S.  Henderson. 

Liberty — J.  F.  Bledsoe. 

Tuskaloosa — B.  Manly,  Sr.,  C.  Manly,  J.  II.  Foster. 

C1IUKCUB8. 

Selma-J.  E.  Prcstridge,  J.  W.  Hudson,  J.  T.  S.  Park,  J.  Brazer, 
II.  R.  Lyman,  M.  Burns. 

Centre  Ridge— II.  Talbird,  D.  R.  Lide. 

Talladega  Town—L.  W.  Lftwler,  J.  J.  D.  Renfroo. 

Providence,  Dallas  Co. — C.  M.  Cochran.  \{ 

Siloam—\V.  IL  Mcintosh,  T.  W.  Tobey,'w.  B.  Uwson,  D.  G.  Sher- 
man, J.  L.  M.  Curry. 

Uniontoton—'A.  G.  Hudson. 

Montgomery  Firtt — I.  T.  Tichenor,  B.  B.  Davis. 


4  MINUTES. 

Eufaula — A.  Van  Iloose,  J.  A.  Walker. 
Mission,  Mobile — M.  G.  Hudson. 

Welumpka — R.  Figh. 

Montgomery  Second — A.  C.  Barron,  C.  H.  Scott. 
St.Francii  Street,  Mobile — J.  R.  Mnlono,  C.  E.  Thames. 

Unity— B.  P.  Smith. 

OTHER    BODIES. 
<  • 

Sabbath  School,   Talladega  Town  Church — J.  II.  Joinor. 

Sabbath  School,  Selma  Church — A.  G.  Thompson,   II.  Haralson,  S. 

N.  McCraw,  W.  P.  Law, Wright. 

Ann  Uasseltint  Society,  Judson  Female  Institute — A.  J.  Battle. 
Sabbath  School,  Siloam  Church — J.  G.  Apsoy. 

LIKE    MF.MDEKB. 

W.  N.  Wyatt,  E.  A.  Blunt,  R.  nolman,  A.  B.  Goodhue,  W.  B.  Har- 
alson, J.  F.  Bailey,  S.  II.  Fowlkes,  L.  B.  Lano,  D.  Gordon. 

CORRESPONDING    DODT. 

Georgia  Baptist  Slate  Convention — J.  II.  DeVotie,  J.  Kendrick. 
Adjourned  till  3J  o'clock,  P.M.     Prayer  by  Rev.  W.  Ashcraft. 


y 


3£  o'clock,  P.M. 
Prayer  by  Rov.  C.  W.  Hare. 

Organized  by  the  election  of  Rev.  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  President,  and  A. 
C  oodhue,  Secretary. 

Adopted,  os  the  hours  of  meeting,  0  A.M.  and  3  P.M.,  and  of  ad- 
journment, 1  P.M.  and  5  P.M. 

Invited  brethren  Shaokleford  and  Coulson,  from  the  General  Assocla- 
ion  of  North  Alabama,  to  seats,  and  to  a  participation  in  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Convention.     Also,  brother  Barrow  from  the  Arbacoochec 
Association,  and  brother  Ilardie  from  the  Ten  Islands  Association. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  spend  one  half  hour  each  day,  com- 
mencing at  01  A.M.,  in  special  prayer  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  upon  our  churches  and  upon  our  land. 

Referred  a  communication  from  Rev.  A.  W.  Chamblias  to  Committee 
on  Sunday  Schools. 

Filled  vacancies  in  the  following  committees — viz : 

On  Education — W.  Chapman. 

On  the  Statt  of  Religion— E.  T.  Smith. 

On  Sabbath  School*— A.  J.  Battle. 


MINUTES.  5 

Resolved,  To  receive  Rev.  M.  T.  Sumner  in  his  official  capacity  a* 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  of  the 
S.  13.  C. 

Appointed  the  following  committees — viz: 

On  Preaching— J '.  T.  S.  Park,  J.  W.  Hudson,  A.  G.  Thompson,  W. 
N.  Wyatt,  C.  M.  Cochran. 

On  Finance — J.  E.  Prestridge,  J.  G.  Apsey,  W.  P.  Law. 

Auditing— -W.  N.  Wyatt,  C.  W.  Hare,  J.  Headen. 

To  nominate  the  remaining  officers  of  the  Convention— K.  A.  Blunt, 
P.  II.  Lundy,  B.  II.  Crumpton. 

On  Letters  and  Documents — W.  N.  Reeves,  W.  Ashcraft,  J.  C.  Wright. 

To  nominate  Preachers  for  the  next  session — L.  W.  Lawler,  II.  Har- 
alson, W.  B.  Lawson. 

Report  of  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Judson  Female  Institute  referred 
to  Committee  on  Education. 

Appointed  committee  to  nominate  delegates  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  :  W.  Wilkes,  P.  II.  Lundy,  S.  R.  Freeman. 

Made  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Education  the  special  order 
for  to-morrow  night  at  7  o'clock. 

Adjourned.     Prayer  by  Rev.  E.  T.  Smith. 


Novbmdeb  10 — 9  o'clock,  A.M". 
Prayer  by  Rev.  A.  Andrews. 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  A.  E.  Dickinson  be  received  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Referred  a  communication  from  Hev.  J.  B.  Taylor  to  Committee  on 
Foreign  Missions. 

Report  of  Committee  U.  nominate  the  remaining  officers  of  the  Con 
vention  adopted.     (See  bhok  of  title  page.) 

Devoted  one  half  hour  to  special  prayer. 

Resumed  business. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Howard  College  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  read  and  made  the  special 
order  for  to-morrow  night  at  7£  o'clock. 

Resolved,  To  receive  Rev.  J.  P.  Boyce  as  the  representative  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  and  invited  him  to  present  tha 
claims  of  the  Seminary  on  Monday  at  11  A.M. 

Added  Rev.  I.  T.  Tichenor  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions  read,  and  pending  the 
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0  MINI'TH. 

discussion  of  it,  suspended  business  i»nd    rained,  in  cnsh  and  plcdjjn 
|905  00. 
Adjourned.    Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Manly. 

3  o'clock,  P.M. 
Prayer  by  Uov.  (».  A.  Coulson. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Pomestic  Missions  adopted.     (Appendix  Ao 
Appointed  Committee  on  Periodicals:  E.  B.  Tengue,  W.Lloyd  J. 
C.  Foster. 

Rfsolctil,  To  recognize  brother  T.  G.  Blowitt  a*  a  mombcr  of  the 
Mississippi  Convention. 

Report  of  Committee  on  tho  State  of  Religion  read,  and  pending  the 
discussion  of  it,  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  E.  B.  league. 

7  o'clock,  P.M. 

Prayer  by  Uev.  W.  N.  Reeves. 

Report  of  Ommittee  on  Education  read,  and  pending  the  diseu* 
sion  of  it,  suspended  business,  and  ran*!  by  subscription  $4,tt00  00 
toward  the  salary  of  the  President  of  Howard  Colb-ge. 

Adjourned. 


SUN  DAY. 

At  Sunday  School  muss  meeting,  at  3  P.M.,  raised  in  cash  and  sub- 
scription for  Sun.l.iy  School  Board  $110  00.  At  Missionary  mass 
meeting,  at  7£  P.M.,  raisnd  iu  caeh  and  subscriptions  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sion Board  about  *700  00. 


Mokpay,  1*  o'clock,  A.M. 
Prayer  by  P.  H.  Undy. 

Uoport  of  Committee  on  Education  adopted,     (Appendix  B.) 
Report  of  Committee  on  the  Religious   Instruction  of  tho  Colpred 
Pcoplo  adopted.     (Appendix  C.) 

Report  of  Committco on  tho  Stato  of  Religion  adopted.  ( Appeudix  D.) 
Report  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  adopted.     (Appendix  E.) 
Appointed  J.  T.  S.  Park  a  committoo  to  arrango  for  furnishing  cer- 
tificates of  membership  to  the  members  of  the  Convention. 

Report  of  Committco  to  nominate  Preachors  for  the  next  sossion 
adopted— viz:  To  preach  the  Introductory  Sermon,  l.T.  Tichcnor ;  J.J. 
D.  Rcnfroe,  alternate. 

Report  of  Committco  to  nominate  Delegate*  to  Biennial  Convention 
adopted,  and  the  committee  added  to  the  list.     Delegates  :  B.  Manly, 


UINl.TKri. 


H.  Tftlbird,  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  K.  Holman,  M.  T.  Sumner,  W.  N.  Wyatt, 
E.  A.  Blunt,  J.  K«  Prestridga.  J*  W.  Hudson,  1).  Lee,  \V.  B.  Haral- 
son, I.  T.  Tichenor,  W.  P.  Chilton,  T.  H.  Watts,  J.  F.  Hell,  J.  B.  Haw- 
thorne,  A.  C.  Barron,  8.  Henderson,  J.  F.  Bledsoe,  E.  B.  Teaguo,  \Y. 
N.  Reeves,  J.  t».  Shorter,  M,  B.  Harden,  T.  CL  Buy  kin,  C.  A.  Battle, 
C.'\V.  Hare,  A.  T.  Spalding,  J.  R.  Malone,  T.  I*.  Miller,  1L  II.  Krwin, 
C.  Manly,  J.  C.  Foster,  J.  II.  Foster,  J,  J.  I).  Renfroe,  L.  W.  Lawler, 
W.  E.  Lloyd,  A.  Andrew*,  D.  Hast,  W.  Howard,  T.  M.  Bailey,  \V.  J. 
Parker,  L.  L  Fox,  A.  J.Baitlo,U.  Figh,  A.  Vun  Hoose,  \V.  Wilkea,  P. 
H.  LundjjS.  U.  Freeman. 

Empowered  tho  delegates  who  may  be  present  to  fill  vacancies  by 
the  election  of  any  members  of  our  churches. 

Report  of  Committee  oo  Periodicals  adopted.     (Appendix  F.) 

Callo  I  up  the  special  order — the  consideration  of  tho  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  Address  by  Kov.  Dr.  Boyca.  liaised  for  the 
Seminary  by  subscription  #1,200  00. 

Import  of  Finance  (Committee  referred  to  Auditing  Committee. 

Report  of  Treasurer  referred  to  Auditing  Committee. 

Adjourned. 

3  o'clock,  P.M. 

itVjo/W,  That  when  this  Convention  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet 
with  th.«  Sr.  Francis  Street  Church,  Mobile'. 

/.V«../ir7,  That  the  Convention  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Howard  College  to  employ  an  agent  to  raise  funds  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  the  College  and  to  tupport  beneficiaries. 

Report  of  Committee  oo  Letters  and  Documents  adopted.  (Appen- 
dix (J.) 

R. ■.«/.*/,  That  thin  Convention  feels  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of 
the  eir-.rts  being  mnde  to  reestablish  tho  Southern  13  a  pi  ist Theological 
Seminary,  and  th.it  wo  recommend  to  tho  Baptists  of  this  State  to  raise 
the  sum  of  fc'-JO.OOO  00  for  the  endowment  of  an  Alabama  Professor- 
•hip  in  that  institution.  »  t 

Suspended  tho  order  of  business  and  raised  $Gf2  u\"»  for  the  benefit  of 
brother  Barrow\ 

Report  of  Auoiting  <  'ommittee  adopted. 

Authorized  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  pay  over  to  brother  Boyco 
tbe  funds  Vlonging  to  the  Sunday  Sehi>ol  Board  ;  U>  brother  Dickinson 
thwaof  the  Foroigo  Mission  Board;  and  the  balance  to  brother  Mc- 
intosh, as  Treasurer  pro  tthu 

Returned  correspondence  as  follows — viz: 

To  (he  MttUtippi  Convention— M.  T.  Sumner,  J.  C.  Wright,  J.  U 
M.  Curry,  J.  li.  Malone. 


8  MIKDTKS. 

To  the  Georgia  Convention — 1.  T.  Tichenor,  R.  11.  Teaguo  n.  B 
Davis,  T.  C.  Boykin,  C.  W.  Hare,  J.  F.  Bledsoe,  W.  H.  Mcintosh,/ 
J.  D.  Kenfroe,  M.  B.  Harden,  W.  B.  Haralson,  M.  T.  Sumner,  J.  L.'m! 
Curry,  W.  N.  Reeves,  W.  S.  Paullin,  A.  Van  1  loose,  J.  A.  Walker, B. 

5.  Milner,  E.  Y.  Van  I loose,  J.  G.  Shorter,  11.  Figh,  R.  llolman,  H. 
Talbird,  B.  Manly,  Sr.,  A.  C.  Barron,  J.  T.  S.  Park,  A.  G.  Thompson] 
W.  E.  Lloyd,  J.  S.  Paullin,  8.  Hondcrson,  II.  E.  Taliaferro,  K.  I)] 
Mallory. 

To  the  General  Association  of  Xorth  Alabama — J.  J.  I).  Uenfroe  H. 
Talbird,  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  K.  Holman,  E.  T.  Smith,  J.  R.  Malone,  J. 
[leaden,  S.  Henderson,  T.  C.  Boy  kin,  W.  K.  Stone,  S.  G.  Jenkins,  W. 
II.  Carroll. 

To  the  General  Association  of  Virginia — M.  T.  Sumner. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  pbascd  to  learn  fmm  our  brethren  Sharkleford 
and  Coulson  of  the  organization,  by  the  Baptists  of  North  Alabama,  of 
a  General  Association  in  that  part  of  the  State,  and  assure  them  of  our 
wirtn  sympathy  in  their  benovolent  enterprise*, and  that  we  shall  be 
happy  to  exchange  correspondence  with  them. 

Appointed  Standing  Committees,  as  follows — vii ; 

On  Foreign  Missions — E.  G.  Baptist,  P.  II.  Lundy,  S.  Ii.  Freeman, 
\V.  Wilkes,  J.  C.  Foster,  of  Clarko  county. 

On  Domestic  Misrions — J.  J.  1).  Kenfroe.,  A.  S.  Spalding,  W.  N. 
Reeves,  R.  Figh,  J.  C.  Wright. 

On  Education— I  T.  Ticheuor,  W.  C.  Ward,  E.  B.  Teague,  T.  II. 
Watts,  C.  Manly. 

On  Sunday  School*— A.  B.  Goodhue,  J.  II.  Joiner,  T.  C.  Boykln,  A. 

6.  Thompson,  C.  Wr.  Hare,  A.  C.  Barron. 

On  the  State  of  Religion— M.  B.  Harden,  J.  II  Fostor,  A.  Andrews, 
J.  E.  Bell,  W.  E.  Lloyd. 

On  the  Religious  Inttruction  of  the  Colored  People— $.  Henderson, 
E.  T.  Smith,  J.  S.  Paullin,  B.  II.  Crumpton,  A.  Van  Iloose. 

Resolved,  That  tho  Board  of  Directors  be.  instructed  to  take  charge  of 
the  house  of  worship  made  over  to  th'u  body  by  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Greensboro,  and  make  such  disposition  of  aaid  property  a*  in  their 
judgment  will  best  subserve  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  absence,  from  aome  cause,  of  any  report  on 
Sabbath  Schools,  this  Convention  express  thoirdeep  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject, and  hail  with  sincere  gratification  an  interest  manifested  by  many 
of  our  churches  In  this  respect,  and  that  our  efforte  must  not  abato  un- 
til there  is  a  Sunday  School  in  every  Baptist  Church  or  neighborhood 
in  our  State.  r  * 

Resolved  That  we  will  cordially  cooperate  with  the  Sunday  School 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  its  eflbrU  to  supply  our 


MINUTBS.  0 

country  with  a  Bound  Sunday  School  literature,  and    that  wo  invite  its 
Corresponding  Secretary  to  visit  our  churches  and  ask  their  contribu- 
lions  to  aid  that  Board  in  its  work. 
Instructed  the  Treasurer  to  pay  for  the  blank  certificates  of  raesnber- 

ihip. 
Referred  unfinished  business  to  the  Hoard  of  Directors. 
Resolved,  That  tho  thanks  of  this  body  are  due  to  the  citizens  of  this 

f>lace  for  their  hospitality,  to  the  Presbyterian,  Methodist,  and  Curnber- 
and  Presbyterian  Churches  for  the  use  of  their  hounes  of  worship,  and 
to  those  Railroad  and  Steamboat  Companies  which  have  passed  the 
delates  to  this  meeting  at  half  price. 

Ordered,  The  printing  of  a  thousand  conies  of  minutes,  and  appro- 
priated fifty  dollars  for  the  services  of  the  Secretary. 

Ordered,  The  printing  of  a  notice  of  the  Judson  Female  Institute, 
similar  to  that  of  Howard  College,  upon  tho  cover  of  the  minutes. 

Instructed  tho  President  to  correspond  with  Rev.  A.  W.  Chambless 
in  regard  to  tho  revision  of  his  "  Catechetical  Instructor." 

After  some  remarks  by  the  President,  and   prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 

Boy  ce,  tho  Convention  adjourned  to  meet  with  tho  St.  Francis  Street 

Church,  In  Mobile,  on  Friday  beforo  tho  second  Sunday  in  November, 

18o7. 

J.  L.  M.  CURRY,  Prtuidtnt. 

A.  B.  Goodhue,  S<cretarjf» 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 


(ATM'KWDIX    a.) 

ON  DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

Your  (>>mmittee  to  whom  was  referred  tho  subject  of  Domestic  Mis- 
•ions,  submit  tho  following  report: 

M  He^in  at  Jerusalem,"  was  tho  command  of  tho  Prince  of  Missions 
to  his  disciples.  This  injunction  embodies  the  spirit  of  homo  Missions. 
Perhaps  at  no  timo  since  the  return  of  the  disciples  from  tho  "Mount  of 
Ascension"  to  that  upper  room  in  Jerusalem,  prayerfully  awaiting  "tho 
promise  of  the  Father,"  haa  this  divine  direction  had  more  significance 
than  the  present. 

Villages,  town*,  and  cities,  once  enterprising  and  thriving,  with  pros- 
Porous  churches,  flourishing  Sabbath  schools  and  stated  ministry,  aro 
now  without  houses  of  worship,  membership  diminished,  Impoverished, 
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dispirited,  and  dem-rali/ed.  Mirny  churches  have,  already  b»eo  dis- 
solved ;  many  more  have  no  pastoral  supply — no  stated  meetings*  ih.ir 
light  is*  gone  out,  nil  i  their  candlestick  may  soon  be  removed.  A  Ursa 
proportion  of  our  mini*ters  dqem  tin  m  selves  reduced  to  th<»  necessity 
of  devoting  their  time  in  part,  «>r  whole,  to  procure  a  support  for  theii 
families.     The  general  degenerate  st nt»»  of  society  nil  o\<-r  our  country 

11  luch  as  should  arouse  moat  earnest  solicitude  on  the  part  of  th«..,"e 
who  have  any  just  conception  ttf  the  power  of  sin  and  the  value  o(  soul*, 
Intemperance,  Sabbath  breaking,  licentiousness,  infidelity,  an, I  irraliirion 
in  various  turn)* — tho  legitimate  fruit*  of  war — are  on  the  friuhtfol  in- 
crease. 

The  rapid  inllux  of  foreign  population  is  adding  largely  to  dUEuullisi 
to  bo  overcome  nod  labor  tu  be  performed.  Tho  change  in  our  iiidm- 
triil  department  *ill  increase  this  claaa  of  citizens  more  and  more. 

The  Board  has,  from  its  orfaniz  iti'-n,  paid  special  attention  to  tho 
spiritual  wants  of  the  colored  people.  Then*  Inborn  have  not  been 
without  gratifying  results,  'IV-ir  change*)  relation,  tlo>  greatest  teem- 
intj  calamity  that  could  have  befallen  them,  doe*  not  place  them  lieyotid 
the  senpo  of  the  H  Great  Commieaion/'  With  their  peculiar  instincts, 
marvelous  credulity  and  strni  ^»  superstition,  released  from  all  those 
wholesome,  restraints  which  ttn-ir  late  state  furnished,  they  will  form  un 
unhappy  element  of  society.  That  they  are  doomed  to  an  curl)-  extinc- 
tion, as  a  race  in  t hi*  country,  is  tho  firm  conviction  nf  many  scrutiniz- 
ing observers,  Y«t  while  they  do'live  they  will  mostly  J i x •>  among  u«. 
The  duty  of  grving  them  religious  instruction,  improving  their  condi- 
tion in  every  possible  way,  and  i|iialifying  them  for  tho  world  of  boas, 
is  urged  by  every  valuable  consideration. 

Such  is  a  faint  view  of  the  field  which  we  hav«  before  us.  How  *ul 
its  condition — how  ripe  fur  the  harvest — how  few  the  laborers! 

Iho  Hoard  of  Domestic  Missions  is  employing  nil  its  rnergiea  t» 
gather  the  means  to  meet  these  wants.  Some  eighty  laborers  are  now 
under  commission,  who  are  making  many  solitary  places  glad;  under 
their  culture  deserts  begin  to  blossom,  i'hey  have  reported  over  IKK) 
baptisms  for  the  last  quarter,  Oihtr  applications  are  numerous  und 
urgent.  The  liabilities  already  assumed  for  the  current  year  are  not 
less  than  $.">0,000.  During  the  past  history  of  the  Hoard,  up  to  the 
surrender,  Alabama  has  occupied  tho  first  place  in  contributions  and 
labors  of  love.  It  is  mill  able  to  retain  it.  It  may  require  sclfoVnial 
and  sacrifice,  but  it  can  be  done.  Your  oomrnitire  express  tho  hope 
that  this  body,  before  its  final  adjournment,  will  furnish  auWUKtiai 
demonstration  of  its  pur post  u>  Uu  iW      , 

.,  Respectfully  submitted,       ,     .  1L  UofJiAS,  Chairman 

•  •    |      | .  i       ,     .- 

i 
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(APPENDIX    D.) 

ON  EDUCATION.* 
Your  Committeo  on  Education  b«»g  leave  to  report: 
Whoever  has  noticed  the  history  of  the  Baptists  for  the,  Inst  twenty 
year*,  onu  not  havo  (ailed  to  observe  the  increasing  interest  manifested 
by  the  denomination  in  tho  cause  of  religious  education.  It  is  an  occa- 
sion of  devout  thanksgiving  that  the  Baptists  of  Alabama  have  shared 
largely  iu  this  foeting.  Among  thcin  it  has  been  specially  exhibited  in, 
the  cause  of  female  education.  Previous  to  the  cruol  and  bloody  war, 
which  has  been  so  ruthlessly  waged  against  us,  large  and  nourishing 
female  colleges  had  sprung  into  existence,  a*  if  by  magic,  in  almost 
everv  .section  of  the  State.  Many  of  the.'io  were  broken  up  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  war.  Since  the  downfall  of  our  country,  the  brethren  in 
many  sections,  acting  in  accordance  with  the  instincts  and  promptings 
of  a  genuine  prudence,  have  resumed  these  efforts  in  tho  cause  of  female 
education.  We  congratulate  the  brethren  of  the  Tuakegco  Association 
on  the  revival  of  their  institution.  Located  as  it  is  at  Tuskegee,  and 
under  the  able  management  pf  Ucv.  K.  B,  TVague,  your  committee  are 
persuaded  ihit  it  batreyery  claim  which  a  school  can  have  to  the  con* 
fiJence  and  patronage  of  the  friends  of  female  education.  With  equal 
pride  and  pleasure  your  committee  would  invite  your  atteution  to  the 
school  uf  Prof.  J.  A.  II.  Granberry,  at  Lafayette.  Prof.  G.  has  a 
strung  claim  upon  the  sympathy  of  the  great  Southern  heart.  lie  is  a 
most  able  and  efficient  instructor;  but,  more  than  all,  ho  was  a  gallant 
uiid  unfaltering  soldier  iu  the  ft^ht  tor  Southern  independence.  May 
God  bless  his  efforts  and  crown  them  with  complete  success.  And  may 
bis  compatriots,  who  fought  and  bled  by  his  side,  render  him  tho  assist; 
tance  of  their  .sympathy  and  patronage. 

In  addition  to  the  above, your  committee  are  glad  to  learn  that  our 
Female  College  at  Tu-kaloosa,  under  the  management  of  Prof.  Geo.  Y. 
Browne,  is  prospering.  Prof.  B.  is  favorably  known  as  one  of  the  best 
and  moat  efficient  female  instructors  in  th«  South.  We  are  glad  in 
being  warranted  in  commending  bis  school  to  the  favorable  notice  of 
the  dflDnmihatiou. 

The  Judson  Female  Institute  became  the  property  of  tho  Convention 
in  18-12,  and  has  ever  since  borne  to  you  a  peculiar  relation..  One  feature 
in  the  history  of  this  institution  must  bavq  attracted  the  attention  of  tho 
denomination.  From  the  time  of  jta origin,  in  )S30,  up  to  the  present, 
it  has  enjoyed  an  ever  increasing  prosperity.  It  was  not  (except  for  a 
few  mouths)  suspended  during  the  war.  And  now,  under  the  aide 
and  judicious  management  of  Prof.  A.  J.  Battle,  it  is  still  advancing — 
when  wo  consider  the  circumstances  of  the  country — in  reputation  and 
patronage.  The  freshness  of  its  youth  is  still  upon  it,  and  it  is  going 
on  to  a  yet  more  glorious  maturity.  It  becomes  us  to  watch  its  growth, 
and  control  the  upward  shooting  of  the  noble  trunk.  Wc  should  guard  it  so 
that  no  vandal  hand  may  mar  iu  beautiful  symmetry,  or  outlawed  band 
hack  and  girdlo  it  around.     It  is  our  duty  to  nourish  it,  and  rejoice  to 

•  !*<•*  lUvn  ut  CouamttW*  on  MueMlon  for  1*57. 
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see  it  expand  its  boughs  and  lift  its  top  toward  heaven.  Wo  should 
prop  it  around  with  the  supports  of  prayer  and  Christian  sympathy, 
until  religion  has  thrown  its  sacred  influence  over  all  its  interests,  and 
it  become  unceasingly  in  tho  future,  what  it  has  been  in  the  past— a  school 
of  piety  and  nursery  of  tho  church. 

Tho  report  of  tho  Hoard  of  Trustees  of  Howard  College  has  been 
read  before  tho  Convention.  If  success  equal  to  tho  above,  has  not 
crowned  your  efforts  in  building  up  youi  College  for  the  education  of 
our  young  men,  it  is  not  because  you  have  failed  to  make  liberal  con- 
tributions for  these  objects.  The 'report  of  the  same  Board  for  1800, 
shows  that  tho  College  possessed,  in  property  and  funds,  1279,250  2o! 
A  large  portion  of  this  fund  has  been  lost,  as  you  have  heard,  in  Con- 
federate securities,  and  the  remainder  is  not  now  available.  All  has 
been  engulfed  in  that  same  vortex  which  has  devoured  all  else  of  your 
worldly  possessions,  except  honor.  You  have  in  this  enterprise  to 
begin  anew.  Your  resources  are  limited,  and  your  labor  must  be  great, 
and  your  expenses  enormous.  But  if  you  will  resolve  to  persevere  in 
this  glorious  undertaking  with  renewed  and  becoming  vigor,  the  results 
will  not  disappoint  your  expectation.  Do  this  in  humble  dependence 
on  God,  and  you  will  realize,  even  in  these  enterprises,  that  it  is  not 
by  might  or  by  power,  but  by  the  spirit  of  tbo  Lord. 

And  in  order  that  you  may  be  prompted  to  tho  acts  of  yet  greater 
self-denial,  to  which  you  must  be  called  in  this  good  work,  it  becomes 
you  to  consider  that  you  are  laboring  for  your  own  loved  State — yea, 
for  a  part  of  yourself,  for  bone  of  your  bone  and  flesh  of  your  flesh. 
The  sacrifices  which  you  are  called  upon  to  make  are  in  behalf  of  your 
children,  and  children's  children — your  sons  and  grand-sons  who  are  to 
como  after  you,  and  into  whose  hands  you  must,  in  tho  ordinary  course 
of  Providence,  soon  commit  tho  dearest  interests  of  tho  church.  Your 
relationship  by  blood,  and  by  political  and  religious  ti-is,  clearly  indi- 
cates your  duty,  and  urges  you  forward  to  its  performance.  God  has 
bestowed  upon  you  your  capabilities  and  invested  you  with  the  over- 
sight of  the  young  and  rising  generations,  and  you  can  not  escape  the 
responsibility.  Nor  should  you  wish  to  escape;  for  no  public  enterprise 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  whether  wo  consult  the  obligations  of  Christi- 
anity  or  patriotism,  can,  in  its  importance,  stand  by  its  side.  If  you 
fail  here,  you  bring  yourselves,  in  one  sense,  under  the  withering  rebuke 
of  the  apostle  :  you  neglect  to  make  provision  for  those  of  your  own 
household  ;  you  deny  the  faith,  and  are  worse  than  infidels. 

You  have  only  to  demolish  your  Colleges,  and  scatter  their  Profes- 
sors, and  you  would  soon  find  yourselves,  as  a  denomination,  traveling 
the  downward  road  to  ignorance  and  barbarism.  You  see,  then,  dear 
brethren,  that  your  College  must  be  sustained.  Education  is  a  sacred 
interest  which  you  are  bound  to  foster  and  promote  by  every  reasona- 
ble means.  But  the  great  point  before  you  at  this  particular  juncture 
is  this — What  do  the  facts  and  circumstances  by  which  you  are  sur- 
rounded require  at  your  hands? 

Id  determining  this  point,  your  committee  would  express  it  as  the 
conviotlon  of  their  humble  judgment,  that   the  greatest  misfortune 
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which  could  now  befall  the  College,  would  bo  to  lose  the  services  of  its 
able  corps  of  instructors.  The  inoome  of  tho  College,  for  tuition,  is  in- 
adequate to  their  support.  There  is  not  a  college  in  this  or  any  other 
land  whose  faculty  is  thus  supported;  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  such  an  exceptional  case  will  occur  in  connection  with  Ilowurd 
College.  Something,  then,  must  bo  done,  and  done  now,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Faculty.  Your  committee  would  urge  upon  tho  Convention 
the  importance  and  absolute  necessity  of  securing,  by  notes  or  pledges, 
if  possible,  during  the  session  of  tho  Convention,  a  sufficient  amount  to 
meet  annually  the  expenses  of  the  College  for  the  salary  of  its  Presi- 
dent. These  pledges  may  be  given  for  two  or  more  years,  to  be  paid 
annually,  or  otherwise. 

The  wisdom  of  the  Convention  may  deviso  and  put  in  oporation  some 
Bet  of  measures  which  shall  meet  the  necessities  of  the  future.  Surely 
the  00,000  Baptists  of  Alabama  can  make  an  annual  contribution  of 
from  $4,000  to  $0,000,  to  the  support  of  its  College.  With  the  tuition 
fees  of  the  College,  this  would  enable  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  pay  the 
salary  of  the  President  until  the  returning  prosperity  of  the  country 
would  warrant  them  to  resume  the  work  of  reendowing  the  College, 
and  of  collecting  that  portion  of  the  outstanding  fund  which  is  yet  good. 

Respectfully  submitted.  II.  Talbird,  Chairman. 


(appendix  o.) 
ON   THE   RELIGIOUS    INSTRUCTION   OF   THE  COLORED 

PEOPLE. 

The  anomalous  condition  of  the  colored  people  presents  questions,  as 
to  their  future  history,  of  the  most  serious  importance.  Suddenly  re- 
leased from  the  bonds  of  slavery,  they  were  as  suddenly  deprived  of  iu 
blessings.  Whether  wisely  or  unwisely  done,  the  fact  is  nevertheless 
accomplished,  and  is  so  recognized  by  the  civilized  world — no  where 
more  fully  than  at  the  South — and  by  those  who  lately  sustained  tho 
relation  of  master.  Gravo  questions  are  involved  in  the  issues  precipi- 
tated upon  us,  and  such  as  call  for  wise  statesmanship  in  tho  adjustment 
of  the  new  order  of  things,  and  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  the  benevo- 
lent. It  is  in  the  moral  aspects  of  this  subject  that  we  have  to  deal 
with  it.  This  is  not  new  to  us.  Tho  history  of  the  past  bears  the 
record  of  a. growing  concern  and  of  increasing  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  God  for  the  religious  instruction  and  salvation  of  these 
children  of  Africa,  transported  to  our  soil,  and  domesticated  In  our 
homes,  as  involuntarily  on  our  part  as  on  theirs.  And  now,  that  the 
institution  of  slavery  has  been  abolished,  tho  question  of  duty  to  them, 
as  freedmen,  naturally  presents  itself.  Shall  we  abandon  them  to  the 
inevitable  fate  of  the  masses,  if  uncared  for  by  the  white  man — indo- 
lence, superstition,  and  the  rapid  return  to  barbarism — or  shall  wo 
leave  them  to  the  teachings  of  others  who  are  .strangers  to  their  char- 
acter, and  who,  however  pure  in  their  motives  and  purposes,  must, 
from  the  very  nature  of  things,  labor  under  many  and  serious  hin- 
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drancon  to  success?  Or  shall  we  demonstrate  to  mankind  by  a  frank 
recognition  of  our  responsibilities,  and  assiduous  care,  to  meet  them. 
tho  truthfulness  of  what  we  havo  heretofore  claimed— l hat  the  master  is 
the  negro's  host  friend?  We  sincerely  believe  tho  latter  to  bo  tho 
sentiment,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  deliberate  purpose  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  thoughtful  men  at  the  South— so  large  as  to  appronclTunan- 
imity  as  near  as  it  is  possible  for  human  minds  to  ngree.  Tho  utter- 
ances of  religious  organizations,  in  thoir  various  assemblies,  the  tone 
of  tho  roligious  press,  tho  general  favor  in  which  efforts  to  benefit 
the  blacks  mo  hold,  and  the  actual  engagement  in  the  work  of  instruc- 
tion in  common  schools  and  in  Sabbath  schools,  arc  indications,  wo 
think,  pointing  in  tho  right  direction.  The  action  of  this  Convention  a 
year  ago  was  significant  of  thoir  conviction  that  tho  changed  relation  of 
the  negro  does  not  release  us  from  our  religious  obligations  to  them, 
but  "demands  renewed  exertions  for  their  morul  and  religious  improve- 
ment." Tho  observations  of  the  year  that  has  intervened  have  but 
strengthened  that  Conviction.  They  aro  in  many  respects  helpless,  and 
appeal  to  us  for  counsel  and  aid  in  devising  and  carrying  forward  plana 
/or  their  futuro  development  and  success  in  tho  untried  paths  that  IVovi- 
dence  has  opened  to  them.  Wo  can  not,  without  guilt,  withhold  our 
help.  We  must  not  abato  in  interest  or  in  efforts  "for  their  physical 
Intellectual,  and  moral  advancement.  Wo  are  pleased  to  kuovv  that 
Southern  men,  and  Southern  Christians  especially,  aro  taking  hold  of 
this  subject  with  an  earnestness  that  promise*  happy  results, 

We  reoommond  to  our  ohitrohei  Ineroasn.l  efforts  in  Sabbath  school 
Instruction  for  their  special  benefit,  wherever  It  Is  practicable;  and  ll,  it 
practicable  wherever  thero  aro  pupils  and  those  who  are  qualified  to 
Instruct  thriii.  Young  Christians  who  desire  to  labor  for  Jesus,  but 
..now  not  what  to  do,  can  hero  find  work  in  the  master's  vineyard  that 
will  bring  a  noble  compensation.  Pastors  can  generally  subserve  tho 
causo  of  religion,  in  addition  to  tho  stated  preaching  of  the  word  on  tho 
Sabbr.th  to  these  people,  as  is  usual  in  many  of  the  churches,  by  sock- 
ing out  young  men  of  piety  and  promise,  whogivo  satisfactory  evidence 
Of  a  call  to  the  ministry,  and  affording  them  instruction  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel,  and  in  a  course  of  instruction  preparatory  to,  or  con- 
nected with,  tho  study  of  the  Scriptures. 

Intelligent  and  pious  colored  men  would  bo  valuable  co  laborers  in 
this  work,  as  pastors  and  evangelists.  Very  few  among  them  arc  now 
♦litted  f«y  It ;  and  it  would  bo  a  most  valuable  service  rendered  to  the 
cause  of  Christ,  to  encourage  those  whom  we  may  have  reason  to  bo- 
lievo  (,od  has  wiled  to  this  work,  by  affording  them  the  best  instruction 
possible  in  each  case.  Will  not  pastors  think  of  this,  and  act  upon  tho 
Buggrstlon  wherever  it  is  practicable? 

We  earnestly  recommend  the  encouragement  of  education  among 
them.  Day  schools  for  tho  children,  and  night  schools  for  thoso  who 
must  labor,  but  desire  to  acquire  knowledgo,  aro  in  successful  pro-ecu- 
lion  in  many  portions  of  the  country,  and  we  trust  will  beoome  general. 
Let  our  young  men  and  young  womon  who  are  capablo  of  teaching,  on- 
gage  in  thu,  employment,  as  some  have  already  dono.     In  the  reverses 
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of  the  times,  many  who  were  rich,  are  now  poor.  Here  ia  work  in  which 
they  may  win  an  honorable  support,  and  at  the  same  time  confer  incsti- 
mable  blessings  upon  a  class  who  have  benefited  us  in  the  past,  and 
whose  services  in  the  future,  must  be  identified  with  the  prosperity  of  our 
country.  Let  us  not  be  diverted  from  this  object  by  the  indifference  of 
the  negroes  to  their  own  interests,  nor  by  the  unkind  and  uncandid 
statements  of  those  who  speak  ignorantly,  "understanding  neither  what 
they  pay,  nor  whereof  they  affirm,"  or  who  wilfully  misrepresent  us. 
Time  and  patience  will  correct  the  first;  and  as  to  the  last,  if  wo  address 
Ourselves  to  the  work  which  Hod  in  his  providence  has  assigned  us,  with 
the  steady  purpose  to  meet  our  obligations  in  his  fear,  wo  can  aflord 
to  bide  our  time,  and  wait  the  approval  of  tho  Judge  of  all  the  fnrth. 

Wm.  II.  JlolNTOsn,  Chairman. 

Th?  following  resolution,  in  reference  to  tho  ordination  of  Colored 
Ministers,  was  passed  us  an  amendment  to  the  above  report : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Churches  throughout  the  State, 
that  they  be  governed  entirely  by  existing  circumstances — the  spiritual 
and  mental  qualifications  as  ascertained  by  examination — In  the  ordina- 
tion of  colored  ministers,  being  careful  to  abide  by  Scripture  directions. 


(ai'pkniux  !».) 
ON  THE  STATK  OF  UKUfilON. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report,  on  the  Slate  of  Keligiou,  in  tlio 
bounds  of  thin  Convention,  beg  to  submit  the  following] 

It  Is  difficult  to  obtain  data,  on  this  important  subject,  of  sufficient 
minuteness  and  oOm prehension,  for  a  report,  as  accurate  as  is  desirable,  nor 
is  it  easy  to  make  satisfactory  choice  and  arrangement  of  the  material  at 
hand.  It  Is  believed,  however,  that  a  fair  investigation  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  churches  throughout  the  State,  in  view  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, will  show  a  result  worthy  of  general  Christian  gratulalion. 
Your  Committee  cherish  the  opinion  that  the  churches  reported  as  many 
baptisms  to  the  Associations  at  their  last  sessions, as  at  any  time  in  tho 
past  ten  years;  and  otherwise  gave  good  evidence  of  a  healthy  state  of 
religion,  and  a  hopeful  degree  of  prosperity.  Many  of  tho  churches 
have  been  visited  with  gracious  revivals  of  pure  religion;  *here  his 
word  has  been  preached  and  bis  people  have  been  faithful, God  has  shed 
forth  refreshings  from  his  presence.  Where  his  churches  have  brought 
their  tithes  into  his  storehouse,  and  made  their  spiritual  offerings  upon 
his  altar,  ho  has  poured  them  out  blessings  to  revive  their  Christian 
graces  and  reward  their  works  of  faith.     "' 

Many  of  our  ministers  have  been  faithful  to  tho  great  work  of  preach- 
ing the  tidings  of  salvation,  almost  entirely  regardless  of  material  re- 
Wards.  Wo  should  thank  God  and  take  courage,  when  wo  witness  tho 
faithful  nnd  successful  labors  of  good  men,  who,  despite  the  hard  times, 
despite  the  question  of  mlary,  do  go  forth  sowing  precious  seeds,  call- 
ing sinners  tu  repentance,  and  edifying  tho  poorer  churches  of  God.'    In 
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thoir  ears  there  is  sweetest  musio  in  the  words:  "The  poor  have  the 
gospol  preached    unto  them."     Verily,  they  shall  have  their  reward. 
Faithfulness,  howevor,  requires  thut  we  udmitthat  there  are  many  who 
boar  the  titles  of  ministers  of  religion  that  are  doing  almost  nothing  in 
the  holy  calling.     This  is  very  injurious;  lot  it  result  from  whatever 
cause,  it  is  still  injurious  and  greatly  to  be  lamented.     Somo  aro  driven 
into  secular  employments  by  sheer  necessity;  others  aro  forced  to  divide 
their  time  between  tho  world  and  the  churches,  whilo  others  seerr   in- 
disposed to  dischargo  the  solemn  obligations  assumed   in  their  onlina- 
tion  to  tho  work,  under  any  circumstances.     All  ♦.his,  of  course,  argues 
unfavorably  for  tho  state  of  religion,  but  these  evils  have  always  existed. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  our  Churchos  and  Associations  have 
made,  and  are  making,  advancement  in  tho  work  of  Sabbath  schools. 
This  wo  regard  as  one  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  in  our  Zion,  furnishing 
a  suitable  field  of  labor  for  tho  private  membership,  and  leading  many 
to  the  Savior,  and  giving  us  an  influence  over  the  young  that  promises 
much.     But  this  work  is  mostly  done  by  the   younger  membership, 
while  tho  older  people  of  God  retire  from  the  useful  calling,  seemingly 
satisfied  with  "a  name  to  live"  in  the  church.     This  is  to  be  lamented. 
When  our  people  have  been  appealed  to  in  behalf  of  objects  of  be- 
nevolence, it  is  perhaps  true  that  a  reasonable  degree  of  liberality  has 
been   manifested.     We  say  a  reasonable  degree,  keeping  in  view  the 
impoverished  condition  of  tho  country.     Yet  we  think  that  vastly  more 
ought  to  have  been  done,  and   vastly  more  can  bo  done,  for  ministerial 
support,  for  missions,  and  for  the  poor,  than  has  been  done.     The  Lord 
requires  it  at  our  hands,  and  it  is  essential  to  a  healthy  state  of  religion. 
The  pleasures  of  the  world,  "  innocent  amusement,"  falsely  so-called, 
have  come  in  like  a  desolating  flood-tide,  and  are  sweeping  over  our 
churches  in  more  threatening  attitude  than  over  before  in  this  country. 
There  is  perhaps  no  evil  among  us  more  alarming,  none  more  convinc- 
ing, of  the  low  state  of  religion,  and  none  .hat  calls  more  earnestly  for 
heroism  in  the  pulpit,  and  for  faithfulness  at  the  bar  of  the  church.' 

If  there  is  among  us  any  evil  of  greater  magnitude,  and  moro  injuri- 
ous to  the  cause  of  religion  than  thut  mentioned  above,  it  is  the  nclcct 
of  family  religion.  We  venture  the  opinion  that  there  is  not,  in  one 
house  in  ten  of  the  families  connected  with  our  churches,  an  altar  of 
family  devotion.  At  any  rate,  this  duty  is  neglected  to  a  degree  that 
argues  most  painfully  against  the  state  of  religion  in  our  land.  Thou- 
sands of  children  are  growing  up  in  Baptist  families  who  never  hear 
their  parents  offer  up  a  supplication  at  the  family  altar.  It  is  not 
strange  that  the  children  of  such  Christian  parents  are  lovers  of  plea- 
sure, more  than  lovers  of  God.     These  things  ought  not  so  to  be ! 

And  if  there  is  still  another  evil  among  us  worse  than  those  alluded 
to,  it  is  the  want  of  consecration — individual,  personal  consecration  ;  it 
is  the  want  of  vital* godliness  in  the  soul.  David  could  say  :  "  I  have 
not  hid  thy  righteousness  within  my  heart."  Many  Christians  hide 
God's  righteousness  in  their  hearts.  They  do  notoultivate  tho  religion 
of  their  souls,  neither  do  they  manifest  it  in  practical  life.  They  live 
and  aot  like  other  men.    You  oan  not  "discern  between  the  righteous 
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nnd  the  wicked."  No  Christian  belongs  to  himself;  ho  is  not  his  own  ; 
he  is  the  servant  of  Christ;  he  is  bought  "with  precious  blood,"  and 
ho  can  never  accomplish  his  high  calling  without  honest  consecration  to 
tho  cause  of  his  Redeemer.  A  church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  any  community 
is  a  society  of  God's  appointment,  having  for  its  chief  object  the  conver- 
sion of  that  community  to  tho  religion  of  the  Bible.  And  tho  moral 
character  and  social  power  of  any  church  will  be  just  what  its  members, 
make  it.  Tho  character  of  tho  members  will  bo  tho  character  of  the 
organization  to  which  they  belong.  Then  how  infinitely  important  is  it, 
that  our  churches  bo  comprised  of  a  devoutly  spiritual  consecrated, 
brotherhood  !  Tho  old  Waldenses  held  it  as  a  distinguished  truth, 
that,  "  the  surest  mark  of  a  true  church  is  the  sanctity  of  its  members.", 
And  it  is  by  similar  marks  that  tho  son  of  God  says  wo  shall  be  known 
as  his  disciples. 

Now,  may  wo  not  ask,  What  pastor  in  the  Stat«  of  Alabama  has  tho 
cooperation  of  his  members  ?  Can  the  church  be  found  where  this 
happy  state  exists?  And  yet,  is  it  not  the  duty  of  every  Christian  to 
devote  himself  to  tho  work  of  the  Master?  Is  it  not  his  duty  to  bo  as 
zealous  as  his  pastor?  Your  committee  cheerfully  admit  that  it  is  both 
the  privilege  and  the  duty  of  brethren  to  make  money,  to  bo  diligent 
in  tho  business  of  life;  but  while  they  aro  "  not  slothful  in  business," 
they  must  be  "fervent  in  spirit,  serving  tho  Lord."  They  must  work 
for  Christ  while  it  is  called  to-day.  This  they  can  do  by  the  cultivation 
of  their  own  experimental  relipion  and  personal  piety  ;  by  growing  in 
grace  and  in  tho  knowledge  of  Bible  truth;  by  earnestly  supporting  tho 
holy  doctrines  of  Christianity  ;  by  zealous  activity  in  the  church,  in  the< 
Sabbath  school ;  and  by  all  other  agencies  of  the  Christian  enterprise. 

If  any  ask,  Why  is  it  that  tho  stato  of  religion  is  so  low  and  the 
churches  so  barren?  Is  it  not  tho  result  of  unfaithfulness  on  the  pirt 
of  church-members  and  ministers?  Is  it  not  tho  rosult  of  worldly- 
mindednc^s,  selfishness,  and  little  faith  and  little  work  in  the  pulpit  and 
in  the  pew?  How  can  we  expect  greater  success  under  such  general 
inattention  to  tho  things  that  make  lor  our  peace,  and  such  common  neg- 
lect of  tho  weightier  matters  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom? 

If  we  will  have  a  different,  a  better  state  of  religion,  our  people  must 
renew  their  strength  in  tho  power  of  genuine  consecration,  and 
lengthen  their  cords  in  diligent,  self-denying  exertions  to  extend  the 
holy  cause,  with  a  purpose  of  heart  that  they  will  not  rest  until  this 
cause  is  a  praise  in  all  the  earth.  Then  may  we  expect  to  sco  our 
churchc3  come  forth  again  in  all  their  moral  power;  then  will  tho  deso- 
lations of  our  country  rejoice,  and  the  desert  blossom  as  tho  rose  ;  then 
will  Sabbath  schools,  missions,  family  religion,  and  all  other  depart- 
ments of  the  glorious  work  receive  tho  contributions,  prayers,  and  coop- 
erative efforts  of  the  holy  people,  and  the  righteousness  of  our  whole 
Zion  will  go  forth  as  "  brightness  and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp 
that  burnetii." 

In  order  to  this  result  let  every  ono  begin  over  against  his  own  houso,i'(4 
his  own  h-art,  in  his  own  family,  and  then  in  his  own  church,  in  hisow 
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Sabbath  school,  in  his  own  prayer  mooting,  find    in  personal  efforts  to 
•nvo  souls,  nr.d  tho  pleasure  of  tho  Lord   will  prosper  in  our  Imnds. 

J.  J.  D.  liicNntox,  Chairman. 

Your  Committee  offer  tho  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  1st,  That  tho  pastors  of  our  churches  and  all  other  Baptist 
ministers  in  the  Stato  of  Alabama,  bo  requested  to  devote  four  weeks 
of  their  time  within  the  next  conventional  year  to  the  work  nt  evun- 
gclists — traveling  through  our  State,  visiting  tho  churches,  it,  ing  to 
establish  Sunday  schools,  and  to  stir  up  our  peoplo  to  an  ample  support 
of  their  pastors,  and  in  efforts  to  benefit  the  churches  in  every  good 
work. 

Resolved,  2d,  That  all  our  churches  in  the  cities,  towns,  und  country, 
are  hereby  requested  to  roleaso  their  pastors  for  this  missionary  work. 

Resolved,  Hd,  That  our  religious  papers,  which  circulate  in  this  State, 
be  requested  to  publish  theso  resolutions,  and  to  call  special  attention 
to  them,  that  the  minds  of  our  people  may  be  turned  to  tho  subject  at 
once. 

(appendix  e.) 
ON  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

At  a  time  of  great  political  and  financial  embarrassment,  wc  are  in 
danger  of  fulling  into  the  sin  of  selfishness,  which  would  restrict  tho 
operations  of  our  Christian  activities  within  the  narrowest  compuss. 
Outward  circumstances  powerfully  appeal  to  this  unsanctificd  principle 
within  us,  and  we  are  easily  persuaded  that  to  attempt  any  thing  beymid 
our  immediate  home  interests  would  bo  a  violation  of  our  first  and  high- 
est obligations.  In  tho  matter  of  giving  our  material  substance  to  tho 
cause  of  Christ,  (which,  by  the  way,  is  no  less  our  duty  than  to  give  it 
our  personal  services,)  it  has  como  to  pass  that  wo  have  in  a  great  do 
gree  associated  our  conceptions  of  temporal  success  with  our  conceptions 
of  spiritual  success;  that  is,  that  a  given  measure  and  quality  of  means 
will  achieve  a  given  degree  of  success.  And  since  our  poverty  does  not 
allow  us  to  give  on  the  scale  we  once  did,  and  on  the  scalo  on  which 
this  mere  worldly  principle  is  based,  wo  aro  apt  to  decline  any  service 
of  the  kind,  satisfying  our  conscience  meanwhile,  with  the  trite  plea,  that 
what  little  we  have  to  give  will  accomplish  nothing  in  tho  grand  result. 
Thus,  becauso  we  can  not  do  what  we  onco  did — because  wo  can  not  do 
what  c,  falso  conception  of  means  to  ends  will  justify — because  we  can 
not  do  what  would  flatter  an  unsanctificd  pride,  we  resolve  to  do  nothing! 

Now,  it  might  be  well  in  this  connection  to  start  the  question  of  the 
prophet,  "Who  hath  despised  the  day  of  small  things?"  The  birth  of  a 
poor  child  in  the  manger  of  Bethlehem,  was  a  "day  of  small  things," 
and  that  child  was  "despised  and  rejected  of  men."  Yet  what  became 
of  the  "  despisers?"  They  "wondered  and  perished."  Is  it  safe  to 
despise  any  thing  that  is  essentially  good  and  that  stands  connected  with 
ihe  success  of  the  noblost  cause  ever  committed  to  mortal  agency? 
Have  we  foigotten  the  mustard  soed  of  faith  that  removes  the  mountain 
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of  obstacles  in  tho  way  of  Zion  ?  Have  wo  forgotten  that  "  God  hath 
chosen  the  weak  things  of  this  world  to  confound  the  wise — yea,  the 
things  that  are  not  to  bring  to  naught  tho  things  that  are,  th.it  no  flesh 
should  glory  in  his  presence?"  We  protest  against  tho  indulgence  of 
this  contemptuous  spirit  toward  any  service,  however  small,  which  tends 
to  lessen  the  misery  and  increase  tho  happiness  of  our  fallen  race,  whe- 
ther it  comes  from  good  men  in  the  way  of  impatience  or  of  self-import- 
ance, or  from  bud  men  in  the  way  of  impiety.  The  value  of  any  service, 
great  or  small,  is  determined  by  the  principle  from  which  it  proceeds. 
It  is  a  matte,  of  tho  first  importance  that  the  piety  of  our  churches 
should  bo  symmetrically  developed — that  every  divine  quality  wrought 
by  the  Spirit  should  bo  brought  out  in  due  plan  and  proportion.  Now 
this  can  only  be  done  by  preserving  a  perfect  harmony  between  the 
internal  principles  of  piety  arid  their  external  manifestation.  Thus,  if 
faith,  virtue,  knowledge,  temperance,  patience,  etc.,  nro  all  to  grow  up 
together  in  the  sumo  character,  like  tho  members  of  tho  natural  body,  it 
would  seem  that  the  like  proportion  should  be  seen  in  every  field  of 
Christian  activity  to  which  tho  word  and  providence  of  God  invito  us. 
Every  department  of  labor  should  meet  its  due  measure  of  attention 
— the  home,  tho  Indian  and  the  foreign  fields,  educational  interests. 
Sabbath  schools,  etc.,  all  should  be  cherished  with  sedulous  care,  and 
prosecuted  with  unflagging  zeal;  for  they  all  fit  into  each  other,  dove-tail, 
so  to  speak,  so  as  to  present  ono  grand  theater  on  which  the  collected 
energies  of  tho  Christian  world  may  bo  expended.  If  faith  can  not  say 
to  virtue,  I  have  no  need  of  thee — if  knowledge  can  not  say  to  temper- 
ance, 1  have  no  need  of  thee — so  neither  can  home  missions  say  to  foreign 
missions,  I  have  no  need  of  thee,  etc.  There  is  a  moral  coherence  in 
every  Christian  enterprise  that  makes  each  one  subserve  the  interest 
and  prosperity  of  all  the  others.  Ho  who  seeks  to  promote  the  mission- 
ary spirit  in  tho  home  field  by  suppressing  it  in  tho  foreign  field,  will 
soon  dry  up  the  fountains  of  benevolence  in  regard  to  the  very  interest 
ho  seeks  to  promote.  That  vigorous  faith  that  devises  liberal  things, 
and  that  zealous  hand  that  seeks  to  execute  them,  never  fail  to  water 
and  cherish  every  intermediate  interest  within  tho  vast  sweep  of  their 
horizon.  lie  who  gives  his  money  and  his  prayers  to  the  evangelization 
of  China,  is  most  apt  to  give  them  to  the  conversion  of  his  own  country- 
men. The  piety  that  sends  forth  its  agencies  that  far,  is  most  likely  to 
send  them  to  tho  destitute  of  its  own  "  kindred  according  to  the  flesh." 
It  is  liko  tho  sun  in  the  heavens  that  loses  none  of  its  power  to  illumi- 
nate all  intermediate  worlds,  in  sending  his  rays  nincty-fivo  millions  of 
miles  to  reach  ours.  The  truth  is,  the  fostering  of  a  foreign  missionary 
spirit  is  essential  to  vitalize  every  work  to  which  the  churches  of  the 
saints  are  called.  So  that  by  how  much  we  may  wish  to  prosper  the 
work  of  tho  Lord  in  our  own  land,  by  so  much  should  we  sustain  and 
enlarge  our  operations  in  foreign  lands.  We  can  not  too  frequently 
recur  to  tho  great  commission  under  which  we  act:  " Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  The  command  is  im- 
perative— the  field  is  immense — the  duty  is  plain — and  tho  perishing 
millions  of  earth  supply  a  motive  that  piety  can  not  resist. 
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In  the  spirit  of  thcso  suggestions,  wo  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Htso/vcd,  That  our  present  poverty  furnishes  no  excuse  for  nny 
abatement  of  our  interest  in  the  causo  of  foreign  missions. 

2.  That  tho  cherishing  of  this  particular  phase  of  tho  missionary 
•pirit  is  essential  aliko  to  tho  growth  of  piety  in  our  churches,  ami  the 
most  enlarged  nncTenduring  prosperity  of  every  other  Christian  enterprise. 

3.  Thfit  tho  Foreign  Hoard  be  invited  to  send  an  agenl  to  Alabama 
to  stir  up  our  brethren  on  this  subject, and  to  collect  funds  for  the  main- 
tenance of  tho  missionaries  now  in  tho  field,  and  to  enlarge  tho  field  of 
its  operations. 

4.  That  in  view  of  the  indebtedness  of  tho  Board  of  ££,000,  the 

day  of bo  suggested   to  our  pastors  and  churches  in  which  to 

take  up  collections  to  meet  the  present  liabilities  of  that  Board,  and  thus 
preserve  its  own  credit  as  well  as  that  of  the  denomination. 

S.  Henderson,  Chairman. 
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(appendix  f.) 
ON  PERIODICALS. 

Tbe  committee  on  periodicals  have  had  tho  subject  under  such  consid- 
eration as  tho  timo  lias  allowed,  and  offer  as  their  report  tho  following 
brief  (suggestions : 

Religious  newspapers  (for  tho  appointment  of  the  committeo  was  in- 
tended, doubtless,  to  respect  these,)  supply  a  species  of  information  to 
be  had  in  no  other  way.  In  no  other  way  can  we  be  informed  of  tho 
plans  devised  for  the  dissemination  of  divine  truth,  of  the  interests  and 
progress  of  tho  cause  of  Christ,  or,  consequently,  bo  stimulated  to  tho 
proper  discharge  of  our  duty  in  relation  to  that  cause.  The  religious 
, newspaper  would,  therefore,  seem  to  be  indispensable  to  the  intelligent 
and  conscientious  Christian  man.  It  may  also  be  made  the  means  of  cul- 
tivating a  tasto  for  wholesome  reading  in  our  families,  and  greatly  aid 
us  in  training  our  children  for  usefulness  and  happiness. 

The  value  of  religious  journals  depends  very  greatly  upon  tho  objects 
before  those  who  conduct  them.  These  may  be  simply  the  supply  of 
religious  information  and  tho  advocacy  of  tho  cherished  views  of  tho 
denomination,  or  people,  whom  they  may  bo  supposed  to  represent;  or, 
in  addition  to  the  character  of  a  newspaper  strictly,  they  may  aim  to 
guide  men  to  higher  and  purer  aims— may  point  out  delects  and  urgo 
.improvement  and  progress.  Theso  higher  aims  aro  often,  indeed,  kept 
In  view  at  tho  expense  of  pecuniary  sacrifices.  Nevertheless,  they  iudi- 
Cate  the  path  of  duty. 

The  Christian  Index  and  South-Western  Baptist  has  peculiar  claims 
upon  the  denomination  in  this  State,  not  only  as  the  successor  and  tho 
'continuation  of  tho  old  Alubama  Baptist  and  Georgia  Index,  but  espe- 
cially in  consideration  of  its  elevated  character  and  superior  mechanical 
execution.  It  is  conceded  to  equal  if  not  surpass,  In  these  respects,  nny 
paper  ever  issued  in  the  country.  Its  disinterested  proprietor  is  sparing 
no  paiti»  nor  expense  to  make  it  a  model  paper.  Tho  first  mii.ds  of  tho 
South  are  engaged,  from  week  to  week,  to  fill  its  columns.     We  aro  glad 
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to  observe  that  the  Religious  Herald  has  revived  sinec  the  war,  and  como 
forth  with  moro  than  wonted  enterprise  and  ability  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  many  friends  and  admirers  of  tho  Old  Dominion.  Of  the  Christian 
Herald,  also,  published  at  Mnnlton,  In  North  Alabama,  and  its  editor, 
brother  Sh.icklcford,  we  have  heard  a  good  account.  It  is  also  specially 
proper  to  mention  those  excellent  papers  for  children,  Kind  Words,  pub- 
lished nt  Greenville,  S.  C,  organ  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the 
S.  B.  C,  and  the  Child's  Delight,  published  at  Macon,  Ga.,  and  edited 
by  that  amiable  and  gifted  friend  of  children,  Rev.  Sam'l  Boy  kin.  The 
former  has  peculiar  claims  upon  our  patronage,  as  immediately  connected 
with  our  Sunday  School  Board,  and  the  latter  as  the  paper  of  a  most 
6olf-dcnying  man,  who  has  never  spared  his  own  means  tu  further  tho 
interests  of  Baptist  religious  literature,  and  promote  tho  welfare  of  tho 
children  in  our  Sunday  schools. 

We  have  most  frankly  alluded  to  these  several  papers,  having  but  one 
object  in  view  —  the  commendation  of  what  seemed  to  deserve  com- 
mendation. Conscious  of  no  partialities,  your  committee  deplore,  the 
fact  that  so  mnny  Baptist  papers  are  being  started  throughout  the  land. 
Obviously,  a  few  first-class  sheets  might  not  only  meet  every  demand, 
but  meet  it  more  effectually  than  so  many  can  do,  to  say  nothing  of  tho 
pecuniary  risks  and  sacrifices  that  might  bo  avoided.  VVe  are  not  pre- 
pared to  suggest  a  remedy  for  this  evil,  but  regard  it  appropriate  to 
make  this  reference  to  tho  matter,  that  peradventuro  something  may  bo 
contributed  to  the  future  adoption  of  a  sounder  policy. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  B.  Tbaouk,  Chairman. 


(appendix  o.) 
ON  LETTERS  AND  DOCUMENTS. 

Tho  only  thing  deemed  worthy  of  your  consideration,  in  regard  to 
the  Letters  And  Documents  presented  to  this  body,  is  their  fewiies.-uir.d 
mcag^rnes*.  Several  Associations  represented  by  delegates  pend  no 
letters.  Others,  in  sympathy  with  the  Convention,  are  represented 
neither  by  letter  nor  delegates.  Hence,  ns  is  usual,  this  report  is 
merely  a  matter  of  form,  containing  nothing  of  interest  ;  whereas  it 
should  be  one  of  real  interest  and  permanent  value.  This  Could  be 
easily  accomplished  if  every  Association  in  sympathy  with  the  Conven- 
tion WUuld  represent  itself  each  year  by  a  letter,  giving  a  fair  exhibit 
of  its  condition,  as  to  the  number  of  its  churches,  number  of  members, 
number  of  Sunday  schools,  baptisms,  amount  of  contributions,  e'o.,ctc. 
Thus  tho  annual  rtports  of  this  Committee  would  be  permanently  valua- 
ble for  reference,  showing  as  they  would  the  condition  of  the  denom- 
ination, from  year  to  year,  throughout  the  Stute.  Your  committee 
would,  therefore,  suggest  tho  propriety  of  taking  steps  to  steure  this 
objeot,  which  seems  to  them,  desirable. 

Respectfully  submitted.  W.  N.  Rbevbs,  Chairman. 
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(AM'KNDIX    II.) 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  JUDSON    FEMALE 

INSTITUTE. 

Mauion,  Ai.a.,  November  8,  18(5(5. 

The  undersigned,  President  and  Trustees  of  the  Judson  Female  Insti- 
tute, beg  leave  to  submit  this  their  annual  report  to  the  Alabama  Bap- 
tist Siat«  Convention : 

The  Institute  had  upon  its  register  during  the  session  ending  July  1, 
I860,  tho  names  of  225  pupils.  Of  these  27  composed  tho  Senior 
Class.  Tho  exercises  proceeded  smoothly  and  successfully  until 
about  tho  last  of  February,  when  they  were  interrupted  by  the  small- 
pox. Tho  boarders,  about  75  in  number,  went  homo,  with  tho  oxeop- 
tian  of  ft  few  who  found  accommodations  in  town.  Meanwhile  the 
exorcises  of  tho  school  were  conducted  in  tho  Baptist  church  for  the  day 
scholars  and  such  of  the  boarders  as  remained. 

About  140  pupils  continued  their  studies  to  the  close  of  tho  session 
in  July.  A  fow  weeks  previous  to  tho  termination  of  tho  session  it 
was  deemed  safe  and  advisable  to  return  with  the  school  to  the  Institute 
buildings. 

Tho  final  examinations  were  held  in  the  Institute.  These  exercises, 
together  with  two  ooncerts  and  the  graduating  ceremonies  attracted 
large  and  interested  audiences,  and  produced  a  most  favorable  impres- 
sion. 

Diplomas  were  conferred  upon  fourtoen  young  ladies,  who  had  hon- 
orably completed  the  prescribed  course  of  study. 

During  tho  vacation  tho  buildings  and  grounds  were  put  in  thorough 
repair.  Tho  dormitories  wore  cleansed  and  partially  refurnished.  The 
buildings  throughout  were  whitewashed  and  painted,  and  other  Im- 
provements mado.  All  tho  pianos  belonging  to  tho  Instltuto  wore 
renovated  and  repaired  by  Mm  extraordinary  efforts  ol  Prof,  IMandner, 
(the  director  of  muslo,)  ami  worn  made  nearly  us  good  as  now, 

Tho  present  tension  opened  October  let,  under  the  management  of 
Its  former  able  and  cfltalent  Principal,  tho  Itnv,  A,  J.  Battle.  The  Hoard 
Qongralulatei  Itself  In  having  been  no  fortunate  as  to  retain  the  services 
of  one  who  has  filled  that  responsible  position  during  tho  last  bossion 
with  such  distinguished  ability.  Wo  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  no 
one  who  has  over  presided  over  the  Institution  has  given  more  universal 
satisfaction. 

He  has  associated  with  him  the  present  session  twelve  accomplished 
ladies  and  gentlemen  to  share  the  labors  of  tho  different  departments  of 
the  Institute. 

An  eminent  artist  and  educator  presides  over  the  school  of  Design. 
In  no  former  period,  during  tho  history  of  the  Judson,  has  the  depart- 
ment of  musio  been  so  ably  conducted.  Prof.  Blanducr,  with  compe- 
tent assistants,  presides  over  this  department,  and  is  giving  entire  sat- 
isfaction to  the  friends  of  the  Institute.  We  can  conscientiously  recom- 
mend ail  the  various  departments  as  possessing  advantages  unsurpassed. 
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Tho  Board  were  fortunate  in  securing  Bro.  D.  R.  Lide  as  Steward  of 
the  Institute.  Experience  has  now  fully  justified  tho  wisdom  of  tho 
■election. 

In  view  of  tho  stringency  of  means  and  tho  multiplication  of  schools 
in  Marion  and  elsewhere,  tho  condition  and  prospects  of  tho  Institute 
are  encouraging.  Already  about  140  pupils  have  entered— of  whom 
nearly  GO  are  boarders. 

Tho  current  session  Is  characterized  by  earnest  devotion  on  tho  part 
of  teachers,  and  good  order,  diligence,  and  oheorfulncss  and  harmony 
among  tho  pupils. 

With  the  divino  blessing,  we  look  for  results  this  year  in  the  Institute, 
whloh  will  challongo  comparison  with  the  best  Years  of  its  most  favored 
period. 


Respectfully  submitted.  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  President. 

W .  N.  W yatt,  President, ' 
S.  II.  Fowlkkb,  Sec'y, 
John  Moork, 

C.  BlLLINGSLKY, 

E.  A.  Blunt, 
W.  II.  McIntosh, 

R.  IIoLMAN, 


S.  II.  Fowlkbs,  Secretary. 


L.  Y.  Tarrant, 


a- 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF 
HOWARD  COLLEGE. 
At  the  closn  of  tlio  litit  »c»i|on  of  tlta  Convention  tho  Board  of  Trdi- 
tooM  of  Howard  Col  lego  were  In  negotiation  with  Rev.  J,  U,  M  Curry, 
with  ro«|)cot  to  tho  Rienldeney  of  the  CollccPi  Wo  am  happy  to  Hnti 
that  our  eflortfl  resulted  in  bis:  accoptanceor  tho  position,  ami  that  noon 
afterwards  ho  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.  A  year's  experience 
has  satisfied  us  that  the  selection  was  eminently  judicious.  In  their  lust 
report  tho  Board  expressed  the  opinion,  that,  "  if  the  friends  of  Howard 
College  would,  by  voluntary  contribution,  for  tho  next  two  year*,  put 

it  in  the  power  of  tho  Board  to  sustain  a  President,  at  a  salary  oft , 

who  would  givo  as  much  of  hh  time  as  could  be  spared  from  other 
duties,  to  securing  that  part  of  the  endowment  fund  which  has  not  been 
absolutely  lost,  reviving  the  hopes  of  tho  people,  and  taking  advantage 
of  opportunities  as  they  arise,  to  renewed  effort,  we  believe  that  a 
brighter  day  would  dawn  upon  the  Institution ;  and  with  tho  return  of 
prosperity  to  the  country  would  come  back  the  former  days  with  in- 
creased honor  and  usefulness."  The  unsettled  oondition  of  tho  country, 
and  the  failure  of  the  crops,  foreshadowed  early  in  the  season,  forbade 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  President  to  raise  money.    In  the  opinion 


mmmmmmu  n  I,  <  I  hi  l    I pi  «E"  " 


24  MINUTES. 

of  many  among  our  wisest  and  most  experienced  business  men,  the 
effort  to  do  so  would  be  prejudicial  to  tho  interests  of  the  College, 
when  more  prosperous  times  should  favor  the  measure.  IT  is  efforts 
have,  thorefure,  been  to  prepare  tho  way  for  this  work  when  the  time 
shall  come.  In  this  ho  has  been  much  encouraged.  Although  tho 
financial  condition  of  the  College  is  embarrassed,  It  is  not  hopeless.  13 jj 
proper  management  we  think  that  its  resourcos  are  sufficient  to  kscp 
it  in  vigorous  operation  until  a  change  in  the  state  of  tho  country  will 
enable  us  to  reondow  it.  To  support  tho  Faculty  we  must  use  what- 
ever funds  we  can  collect. 

liecurring  again  to  our  report  last  year,  it  will  be  recollected  the 
Board  advised  that  tho  President's  salary  should  bo  raised  by  volun- 
tary contribution  for  two  years.  Tho  report  was  accepted  by  tho  Con- 
vention, and  the  support  of  tho  President  provided  for.  As  tho  sub- 
scribers to  that  fund  have  given  their  bonds  only  for  the  present  year, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  secure  their  obligations  for  tho  next  year,  or  ob- 
tain tho  amount  from  other  sources.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  a  deficiency  of  nearly  one  thousand  dollars,  arising  from  the 
failure  of  tho  Convention  to  receivo  a  bequest  to  that  amount  made  by 
James  Comer,  which  sum  was  voted  to  this  object.  Before  taking  leave 
of  this  part  of  their  report,  tho  Board  would  most  earnestly  impress 
upon  the  Convention  tho  importance  of  retaining  brother  Curry  in  his 
present  position.  His  separation  from  tho  College  at  this  timo  would 
bo  fatl  to  its  interests  for  years  to  come,  if  not  to  its  life.  If  we  would 
preserve  this  institution  to  tho  denomination,  and  perpetuate  its  bless- 
ings to  the  country,  tho  President  must  bo  kept  at  his  post  at  almost 
any  cost.  Tho  Faculty  consists  of  Prof.  A.  B.  Goodhue,  E.  Q.  Thorn- 
ton, and  I.  B.  Vaiden.  Tho  first  two  are  well  known  to  the  Conven- 
tion.  liov.  I.  B.  Vaiden,  also  well  known,  has  recently  entered  upon 
his  duties  as  a  member  of  tho  Faculty.  His  reputation  as  a  successful 
instructor,  gives  flattering  promise  of  usefulness  in  his  position.  They 
are  all  able  men,  and  worthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  them.  The 
Trustees  seloeted,  also,  ltcv.  E.  A.  Steed,  of  Georgia,  to  a  fourth  pro- 
fessorship, and  for  a  timo  hoped  to  socuro  his  services.  He  finally  de- 
clined, and,  as  it  was  then  near  tho  opening  of  tho  session,  they  deter- 
mined to  defer,  for  tho  present,  the  selection  of  anothor.  The  number 
of  students  present  does  not  now  demand  it.  Should  it  bo  increased  so 
as  to  justify  it,  the  place  will  bo  filled.  The  number  of  students  during 
tho  session  which  closed  tho  last  of  Juno  was  forty  two.  For  the  pres- 
ent session,  so.  far,  the  names  of  thirty-eight  have  been  registered. 

Many  *  *  tho  subscribers  to  the  College,  who  owned  scholarships,  havo 
cheerful.'-  .elinquished  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  will.  The 
Board  recommend  to  tho  Convention  tho  adoption  of  some  plan  by 
which  a  certain  numbor  of  young  men  who  are  desirous  to  obtain  an 
education,  but  can  not  pay  tho  tuition,  may  be  permitted  to  enter  and 
pursue  their  studies  under  such  regulations  as  may  6ecm  best  for  their 
own  and  tho  interests  of  the  College.  We  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
no  provision  has  been  made  for  tho  support  of  beneficiaries.  Hence, 
young  men  who  desire  to  enter  the  ministry,  and  have  not  the  means  of 
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support,  can  not  avail  themselves  of  tho  gratuitous  instruction  offered 
by  the  College.  Wo  hope  that  churches  and  individuals  will  at  once 
place  it  in  the  power  of  tho  Executivo  Board  of  tho  Convention  to  meet 
this  pressing  demand. 

Tho  ladies  of  Marion,  to  whom  the  College  is  largely  indebted  for 
past  favors,  have  increased  our  obligations  by  a  recent  appropriation  of 
nearly  $000  for  repairs,  and  improvements  upon  tho  buildings  and 
grounds. 

By  the  death  of  J.  G.  Huckabcc,  Esq.,  during  the  past  year,  a  vacan- 
cy occurred  in  the  Board  which  was  filled  by  the  ejection  of  11.  II.  Lee, 
Esq. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  tho  Treasurer  s  accounts,  aud  which  exhibits  the  present  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  College. 

We  can  not  close  this  report  without  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  Con- 
vention to  abate  not  in  hope  and  labors  to  sustain  our  institutions  of 
learning.  They  are  not  only  endeared  to  us  by  past  association,  but 
indispensable  to  our  future  progress  and  prosperity.  We  can  not  afford 
to  let  them  languish ;  the  country  can  not  atlbrd  to  lose  their  power  for 
good. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Wm.  II.  McIntosii,  President. 

Marion,  Ala.,  Nov.  8,  I860. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Howard  College: 
Tho  Executivo  Board  submit  tho  following  report: 

1.  That  they  have  examined  tho  account  of  the  Treasurer  from  the 
date  of  his  entering  upon  tho  duties  of  his  office  (Nov.  7,  18">8,)  to  tho 
1st  May,  18G5,  and  find  his  account  sustained  by  the  proper  vouchers, 

showing  debit  entries  to  the  amount  of. $105,509  OS 

Credit 167,187  05 

Leaving  balance  duo  Treas.  May  1,  1805,  of $  1,(517  1)7 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  credit  entries  embrace  amounts  paid  on 
building,  salaries  of  agents  and  Treasurer,  money  loaned  und  converted 
into  bills  receivable  and  Confederate  States  bonds,  which  do  not  belong 
to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  College,  reaching  nearly  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

2.  That  thoy  have  examined  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  from  1st 
May,  1805,  to  the  1st  Ootober,  180G,  and  find  the  same  sustained  by  pro- 
per vouchers,  showing  debit  entries  to  tho  amount  of. $3,970  13 

Credit 4,459  40 

Leaving  balance  due  Treas.  on  this  account  of. $  483  27 

3.  That  the  Treasurer  holds— 

8.00  C.  S.  A.  Bonds  to  the  amount  of I  9.200  00 

7.30        "  "        "  "  30,218  82 

4.00        "     Certificates  M  18,900  00 
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Amount  brought  forward, $58,318  82 

Notes  and  interest  supposed   good,  with  interest  oomputed 

to  Oct.,  1,  186(5 68,882  88 

Notes  and  interest  supposed  doubtful,  interest  as  above :J7,7< '<<»  33 

"        "        "  "        worthless,    "  "         ...  44,432  25 

Bonds  Mv  uile  and  Ohio  Railroad 1,000  00 

Tennessee  R.  li.  Certificates 3,000  00 

Total  assets $213,900  23 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  assets  in  Confederate  securities $.*>3,318  82 

"  V     supposed  worthless 47,932  25 

Total 1106,251  07 

Amount  of  assets  of  doubtful  value 37,70(5  33 

••         "     bonds  Mobile  and  Ohio  11.  R 1,000  00 


Total *3S,7<;0  33 

Amount  of  assets  supposed  available  08,682  83 

$213,000  23 
Present  liabilities   of  the  Collego  in  salaries  to  Professors, 
due  and  unpaid,  for  services  since  1st  May,  1805,  to  1st 

Oct.  1800, $3,300  00 

Balance  due  Treas.  on  acoount  1805 483  27 


Total  on  account  1805 $3,783  27 

Balance  due  Treas.  on  Confederate  account 1,017  97 

R.  II.  Lee, 
J.  B.  Lovelace, 
Com.  of  the  Ex.  Board. 
Marion,  Ala.,  Nov.  8,  1800. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

S.  II.  I'owlkes,  Treasurer,  in  Account  Current  with  the  Alabama  Baptist 

Stale   Convention. 

1805.  TOREION    MISSION    ACCOUNT.  DR.  CR. 

Nov.  12.  To  cash  from  Finance  Committee,  Alabama 

Baptist  State  Convention $180  47 

Cr. 

Nov.  12.  By  cash  retained  for  minutes  etc 8  05  00 

Jan.  28.  By  M.  T.  Sumner's  receipt 115  47 

$180  47-S180  47 
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DOMESTIC    MKS8ION    ACCOUNT. 

Nov.  12.  To  cash  and  vouchers  from  Finance  Com- 
mittee Ala.  Baptist  State  Convention, 
for  Domestic  Missions, $111  72 

Nov.  12.  To  cash  and  vouchers  from  Finance  Com- 
mittee Ala.  Baptist  S.  Convention,  for 

Indian  Missions, 23  50 

Cr. 

Nov.  12.  By  cash  retained  for  minutes,  etc., 135  00 

Jan.  24.  By  M.  T.  Sumner's  receipt 300  22 

$435  22-$  135  22 

SABHATII  SCHOOL  BOARD. 

Nov.  12.  To  cash  from  Finance  Committee  Alabama 

Baptist  State  Convention, $  17  00 

Cr. 
Feb.  0.  By  Warren  Hudson's  (Sdc.  and  Treas.)  receipt  $  17  00 

$17  00-$  17  00 

BENEFICIARIES   OF    HOWARD   COLLEQE. 

Nov.  12.  To  cash  from  Finance  Committee  Alabama 

Baptist  State  Convention, $20  00 

Cr. 

Nov.  12.  By  D.  R.  Lide's  (Trcas.)  reocipt 0  00 

May     2.  By  A.  B.  Goodhue's  "        "      4  00 

By  Balance 10  00 

$20  00-$  20  00 

DIBLE    CAUSE. 

Nov.  12.  To  cash  from  Finance  Committee  Alabama 

Baptist  State  Convention $26  00 

Cr.  % 

Jan.  28.  By  M.  T.  Sumner's  receipt 20  00 

$20  00-$20  00  * 

GENERAL  PURPOSE  ACCOUNT. 

Nov.  12.  To  cash  from  Finance  Committee  Alabama 

Baptist  State  Convention, $12  00 

To  cash  from  Domestio  Mission  fund  for 

minutes '. 135  00 

To  cash  from  Foreign  Mission  fund  for  min.      05  00 
Cr. 

Oct.  11.  By  cash  paid  Messenger  office 15  00 

By  cash  paid  A.  B.  Goodhue 100  00 

By  balance '. 37  00 

•       $212  00-*212  00 
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To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Alabama  Bajt.  State  Convention  : 

Brethren — 1  herewith,  as  Treasurer  of  your  body,  submit  this  my 
annual  report,  showing  a  balance  in  my  hands  of  forty-spven  dollars, 
ten  dollars  of  which  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Beneficiary  fund,  and  thirty- 
seven  dollars  to  the  credit  of  the  General  Purport  account. 

Respectfully  submitted.  S.  II.  Fowlkes, 

Treas.  of  the  Ala.  Bap.  State  Convention. 

Marion,  Ala.,  Nov.  9,  1800. 

We  have  examined  the  above  report  ar.d  find  it  correct. 

W.    N.    WVATT, 

C.  W.  Hare, 

Auditing   Committee. 


ON   FINANCE. 


BODIES  CONTRIBUTING. 


Stlnntn  llapllil  Church 

"        '•        Sabbath  Bohool... 

ProvMence  Church 

Unlnntown        "       

Fine  Darren  Ai«ocl»tloo 

niKboe  •'  

Ann  Haisoltlne  Poclfcty 

Bethel  Awioclatlon 

t'nlly  Church 

TuikAlonmi  Church 

Mobile  Ml -ilon   Church 

Center  RMire  Minion  Church . . . . 
Union  Annotation.. 
ImaChnr 


SelmaChnrch. 

Selma  Sabbath  School 

Wetumpka  Church... 

•  Iuf-uila  Alloclatloo 

OolleeUoni  In  CouYenilon. 
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21  00, 


10  00 


The  above  report  is  correct. 


J.  E.  Prestridoe, 
Chairman  Finance  Committee. 

W.  N.  Wyatt, 
Chairman  Auditing  Committee. 
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Of  the  largost  »lre,  printed  In  tho  bent  »tylf>,  and  niled  with  choice 
Contribution*  from  tho  ablcdl  Writers  In  the  country. 


Published  every  Thursday,  in  Atlanta,  Georgia, 


BY  J.  J.  TOON,  PnorniKTon. 
REV.  D.  SHAVEN,  D.D.,  Editor. 


TERMS  FOR  SINGLE  SUBSCRIBERS : 

50  Numbers  for $5  00  I  20  Numbers  for $2  00 

40        "  « 4  00 1  10       "  " J  00 

SPECIAL  TERMS  TO  MINISTERS : 

Tite  Indkx  and  Baptist  will  be  sent  to  any  minister  of  tho  Gospel  for  one 

year  ou  tho  receipt  of  $3.00— or,  the  names  of  five  new  subscribers,  for  cue 

year,  with  the  moucy. 

CLUB  RATES. 

Six  copies  of  the  paper  will  be  sent  for  one  year,  addressed  as  the  gctlor-up 
of  the  club  may  direct,  on  the  receipt  of  $2.*>.00— ($117  each) — or,  twelve  copies 
will  be  sent  for  six  months  on  tho  receipt  of  $25.00.  Twelve  copies  of  Iho 
paper  will  be  sent,  addressed  as  tho  gettcr-up  of  tho  club  may  direct,  ono  year 
on  the  receipt  of  $."50.00,  with  another  copy  gratis  to  the  gctter-up  of  the  club. 

fr5ff** Subscriptions  invariably  in  advance.  Remittances  carefully  made 
at  the  risk  of  the  proprietor. 

It  is  a  governing  maxim  with  the  proprietor  to  omit  no  exertion  to  produce 
a  paper  against  which  there  shall  never  be  just  cause  of  complaint. 
-»»*-*-..«. 

Bpaco  admits  of  using  only  a  few  expressions  of  approval  and  appreciation 
by  those  who  are  competent  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  paper. 

From  a  Distinguished  Gentleman  in  Tennessee  :  "  The  Index  &  Bap- 
tist Is  the  ablest  paper  published  in  the  United  States;  if  anybody  doubts  this 
declaration  let  bun  take  the  paper  and  read  half  a  dozen  numbers,  and  ho  will 
coincide  in  opinion  with  me. ' 

From  Kentucky  :  "  Iu  tho  thlrtv  years  that  I  have  been  a  constant  and 
profited  reader  of  religious  papers,  1  have  not  found  ono  that  combines  so 
sweetly  ability,  dignity  and  piety,  as  tho  Index  &  Baptist  Certainly  I  havo 
Been  none  more  able.' 

From  Tennessee  :  "  Many  of  its  readers  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  tho 
best  religious  paper  they  ever  read." 

Another  from  Kentucky:    "  The  Baptist  paper  of  the  continent." 

FROM  Auousta,  Ga.  :    "There  has  never  been  any  tiling  like  it." 

From  Troup  County,  Ga.  :  "There  is  ono  thing  1  cannot  atR>rd — I  cannot 
afford  to  do  without  tho  Index." 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  tho  Georgia  Baptist 
Convention,  at  lis  session  in  Macon,  April  2:1,  1H00  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Christian  Index  &  South- Western  Baptist,  on  account 
of  its  typographical  excellence,  its  literary  merit,  its  orthodox  sentiments  and 
its  christian  spirit,  deserves  our  hearty  commendation  and  our  active  efforts  for 
tho  increase  of  its  circulation." 
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